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Pedro Yanunali

 
1737-1805

  Chief of the Chumash, and ruler of 13 rancherias between the Rincon and La Patera

According to records at Santa Barbara Mission, Yanunali was a temi or Chumash chief. He was born in 1737 at the rancheria called Siujtu.  This rancheria was located on a mound surrrounded by marshland, 600 feet inland from West Beach between modern Bath and Chapala Streets in Santa Barbara.

Yanunali ruled 13 Indian villages in Santa Barbara from Rincon Point to La Patera in Goleta. He was the most feared chieftain of the Santa Barbara Channel. 

When the Spanish arrived to establish the Royal Presidio of Santa Barbara in April of 1782, Yanunali was plied with gifts from Governor Philipe de Neve. Presidial comandante Francisco Ortega conveyed to Yanunali that the Spanish had come in peace to build a fort and protect everyone from danger, including the Indians who were often the target of raids from marauding Tulares from the great interior valley beyond the mountains.

Yanunali was persuaded by his own people to cooperate with the Spanish. He was concerned about available water resources being over taxed by Spanish settlements.  In the end, however, Yanunali provided workmen to make adobe bricks for the presidio and to carry fieldstone for aqueducts, which Lieutenant Ortega built to irrigate wheat fields and vegetable gardens.

Yanunali resisted conversion to Christianity for some time after his contact with the Spanish as did a number of his subjects.  Finally in September of 1787, he was baptized under the name of “Pedro” at Mission Santa Barbara He was 50 years of age.  Pedro Yanunali died on April 4, 1805 at the age of 68 and was buried at the Mission.


Photo (front) is Chumash elder Rafael Solares photographed in 1877 by French scientist Leon de Cessac
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Sketch by  modern-day  artist, Russell A. Ruiz,  most likely shows the village of Siujtu. 
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