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A New Beginning: 
The Santa Barbara 
Presidio Research Center
by Lee Goodwin, Former Research Center Director

As this issue of La Campana goes to press, we have just completed 
our move into the new Santa Barbara Presidio Research Center at 

215 East Canon Perdido Street. This adaptive re-use project has been 
a decade in the making, from initial planning to complete renovation. 
The building, designated as a “Structure of Merit” by the City of Santa 
Barbara Historic Landmarks Commission, has been renovated to 
house the Trust’s research and curatorial collections and to increase 
public access to these materials.

The handsome, two-story Spanish Colonial Revival style building was 
originally constructed in 1928-29 as the fine arts studio for the Santa 
Barbara School of the Arts. Following the devastating earthquake of 
1925, the School of the Arts determined to construct a new campus 
that would reflect the design standards set forth by the newly estab-
lished Architectural Review Board. They hired the architectural firm 
of Soule, Murphy and Hastings, which designed the building specifi-
cally to acknowledge the neighborhood’s Spanish and Mexican heri-
tage: the site is just beyond where the Presidio’s east wall once stood. 
Although the School of the Arts closed in 1938, the studio continued 

to serve the local arts and 
education community. Max 
and Alice Schott purchased 
the property in 1939, saving 
the building from an uncer-
tain future. In 1945, Schott 
deeded the property to the 
Adult Education Program 
of the Santa Barbara School 
District. The Community 
College District occupied it 
until 1981 before outgrow-
ing the site and moving to a 
new location. After the State 
of California purchased the 

Exterior view of the recently renovated Santa 
Barbara Presidio Research Center. 
Photo by Michael H. Imwalle.
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Membership
Help Make History!

Join/renew, or give the gift of membership online at www.sbthp.org, 
or complete this form and return to:

Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation (SBTHP)
123 East Canon Perdido Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

(805) 965-0093 • FAX (805) 568-1999 • www.sbthp.org

If you care about history and value our heritage, there is a place for you at the 
Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation.  
Join or renew your tax-deductible membership today and enjoy a year of these 
benefits and much more...

☐ Student $15 Fully tax-deductible	
All basic benefits for one student w/ID.

☐ Nonprofit Org. $40 Fully tax-deductible	
All basic benefits for one certified nonprofit 
organization.

☐ Individual $40 Fully tax-deductible		   
All basic benefits for one named adult.

☐ Dual $50 Fully tax-deductible		
All basic benefits for two named adults.

☐ Preservationist $100 Fully tax-deductible 
All Dual benefits+ 
• 1yr subscription to Sunset Magazine 
• Recognition in the Annual Report. 
• 1 Gift Membership (Individual).

☐ Historian $250 $225 tax-deductible	  
All Preservationist benefits+ 
• Invitations to private receptions with behind-the-
scenes activities & programming.

☐ Founder $500 $450 tax-deductible	  
All Historian benefits+ 
• A special museum store gift. 
• Invitation to annual Founder Reception held in the 
historic Ranchero Room at El Paseo.

☐ Pearl Chase $1,000 $925 tax-deductible   
All Founder benefits+ 
• Invitation for two to enjoy an extraordinary evening 
of fine wine, food and conversation as you dine 
by candlelight at one of our historic sites (offered 
annually). 
• Personal assistance scheduling docent-led tours 
for you and your guests.

Member Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss/Dr)________________________________________________________

Second Name (if applicable)______________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________City_________________State______Zip____________

Phone __________________________________Email________________________________________  

[  ] MasterCard	 [  ] Visa		  OR	 [  ] Check (Payable to SBTHP)

Acct #______________________________________________Exp. Date__________________________ 

Name on Card___________________________________ Signature______________________________

This membership is:	  	 [  ] New 	  [  ] Gift	 [  ] Renewal




